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after the dispatch of the Cruttenden for the Coast and Bay, and the Havannah
and Hawke for Fort Marlborough and China, information was given that a
vessel laden with bales and cases was following the said ships in order to put
aboard one or other of them her said cargo after their departure from
Gravesend, but the Cruttenden was more particularly pointed at in the said
information. In order to prevent a discovery of this transaction before the
ships final departure from England, our Committee of Secrecy writ to you
upon the occasion by the Cruttenden under date of the 21st January (as per
copy of their letter in this packet) which letter we hereby ratify and confirm,
and shall accordingly expect the orders and directions are strictly carried
into execution respecting the Cruttenden; we have writ to the same
purpose to the President and Council at Fort St. George, as likewise to the
Persident and Council of Fort Marlborough so far as regards the other
two ships,
13.    Our   Secret   Committee   in   their said   letter   directed   that all   the
passengers should be examined in the most solemn manner upon oath.   This
examination upon oath is so proper a measure that it must be absolutely
observed as a standing order upon the arrival of every ship notwithstanding
the latitude   implied in   our  letter of  the   13th of  December last,   by the
expression there used of it's being to be done if you find it necessary; and we
add that by the word passengers, military officers are meant as weE as all
other passengers on board our ships.   We further direct that all such examina-
tions upon oath are to be transmitted to us in duplicate.
14.    We have great reason to believe that in order to conceal the illicit
goods carried out in our shipping the same is transhipped aboard country ships
or vessels and from them landed at our settlements.   We give you this hint
that you may and we expect you do take such effectual measures for their
discovery and seizure in the same manner as if such illicit trade is found aboard
or landed directly from our own shipping.   And as we mean all illicit trade
should be detected not only in the ships bound directly from hence to your
Presidency, but likewise those bound to our others, if therefore any such shall
be found on board any country ship or ships, and upon a strict examination
shall appear to belong to the commanders, officers or others of any of our
ships which went from England, you are to proceed as before directed.   And
for our better information and satisfaction you are not only to transmit us a
full account of what you may so discover, but you are likewise to send us
exact and true accounts from time to time of all European goods landed
from   country   ships.   And   further   as   this   illicit   trade   we   are   satisfied
cannot be  carried  on  without  the  assistance  or  connivance  of  the   Com-
pany's  servants,  or  others  under  the  Company's  protection,  we  positively
order and direct that if any of our servants are detached therein, let their
stations be what they may, they be immediately dismissed the service and
forthwith sent to England, if free merchants or others, our protection is to
be withdrawn and they also be forthwith sent to England, and if natives
or black people they are to be immediately banished from the Company's
settlements.
15.    The ships Success, Fort William, Prince of Wales and Lord Anson,
which we hired to carry recruits for your Presidency, and sailed from hence
in May 1764 touched at the Canary Islands or other places under the pretence